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Friday Morning Assembly - Come Celebrate @ 208! 

At 9am every Friday morning the 208 school community joins together to CELEBRATE, OBSERVE and 

be INFORMED of events and achievements across the school. 

Senior students play a major role in HOSTING Assembly; working alongside Mr Trewhella to         

introduce guest speakers, deliver reminders to the school community and present AWARD WINNERS 

with their respective certificates and medals. 

The Principal, Mrs Flynn, addresses the audience to inform the community of achievements in key   

curriculum learning areas, school-based initiatives around student wellbeing and under her leadership, 

the development of 208 as a school of TEACHING & LEARNING EXCELLENCE. 

From time to time, impromptu performances from Jam Band, the school choir and dance troupes 

prove to be popular with our young audience! 

If you haven’t already, please join us in the near future! Assembly is a splendid celebration of your 

child/ren; their growth, their friendships and their dedicated teachers. 
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Echuca Primary School will ensure high levels of learning for all students. 

Principal’s Report 

Lynne Flynn 

 

 

Parent Forum 

On Monday evening the Parent Forum was run by School Council. I would like to thank the parents who 

took time away from their families so that they could have input into our school review. I really appreciate 

the frank conversations and suggestions for making our school greater. The information from the Parent    

Forum will be collated and communicated to the school community via the school newsletter. For parents 

who did not make the forum, you still have the opportunity to have your say. I have placed a suggestion 

box at the front office that will remain there permanently. This is an opportunity to pop in ideas as you 

think of them and not just address the forum questions. 

If you have some input and were not able to attend the forum please answer the questions below and pop 

your response in the suggestions box by next Friday 29
th
 March. 

What does the school do well? 

What could we do better including suggestions on how to improve? 

What do you see as essential for your child’s education at 208? 

 

School Council 

Congratulations and welcome to the following parents who were elected unopposed to School Council; 

 Lauren Arthurson - Lauren has been renominated for her second time on School Council. Lauren is a 

very active member of School Council and is also the mother of Mia, Tom and Gus. 

 Misty Howard - Misty will be new to School Council this year and is looking forward to and          

contributing to School Council. She is the mother of Lexie and Zoe. 

 Chloe Ford - Chloe is new to our school community this year and is looking forward to getting to 

know people and also learn how the school operates. Chloe is the mother of Archer. 

Once again I would like to thank our outgoing School Councillors, Stephen Elliott and Richard Conway for 

their valuable contribution to School Council. 

 

NAPLAN 

As you have heard NAPLAN is going online for Grades 3 and 5. On the 28
th
 March all students in these 

grades will be doing a practice test. Parents of children in grades 3 and 5 should have received an           

information sheet detailing the changes. All students are required to have their iPad at school so that they 

can have the required app installed to ensure that they can complete the practice test. NAPLAN Online will 

take place in May. Dates to be advised. Please see the classroom teacher for further details Mr Leersen or 

Mrs Coutts who are the NAPLAN coordinators. 

 

Staff Professional Development (PD) 

All teaching staff were involved in a PD on Monday afternoon learning about Essential Assessment. This is a 

program that was introduced into the school at the beginning of the year.  Essential Assessment improves 

our Numeracy and Literacy Assessment which delivers a whole school approach to Summative and        

Formative Assessment. Using the program we are able to diagnostically assess each student then provide a 

personalized and aligned curriculum program. Feedback in assessment and learning can positively impact 

student growth and knowledge.  
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Echuca Primary School will ensure high levels of learning for all students. 

Principal’s Report Continued………... 

Lynne Flynn 

 

 

PLC Training 

Over the last two days the SIT (School Improvement Team) Gayle Bedford, Scott Trewhella, Jo Trewhella, 

Kylie Coutts, Brendan Leersen and myself have been involved in PLC (Professional Learning Community) 

training in Moama.  

How does this help our school? 

The Professional Learning Community (PLC) model offers a systems approach to school improvement. 

Teachers are organized into grade level, course specific, or interdisciplinary collaborative teams to achieve 

common goals for which members are mutually accountable. Transforming a school into a PLC is one     

strategy for continuously improving student achievement by increasing the learning capacity of staff.  

The SIT Team, as co learners will be trialing this approach prior to rolling out PLC training to staff. This will 

be a staged response to ensure that the model is effective. 

 

Canteen 

Thank you to everyone for your understanding in the closure of the Canteen for this week. Unfortunately 

this was unavoidable. We are hoping that the Canteen will be up and running again next week. I will touch 

base with Caroline tomorrow to confirm. A message will be sent out to parents via COMPASS once this has 

been determined. 

Teaching Positions 

We are pleased to announce that Mrs Julie Mansfield is the successful applicant for the LOTE position at 

our school. Julie has been filling in this term teaching LOTE for Grades Prep to Six. From the beginning of 

Term 2 Julie will be teaching LOTE for Grades 3-6. An alternative program designed around student needs 

will be offered to the Prep to Grade 2 level. We are currently in the process of finalising staffing for this, 

but hopefully we will be able to communicate this in next week’s newsletter. 

We are currently finalising support for the Grade 3/4 area to commence from the beginning of term 2. The 

logistics of this has been quite challenging, but after consultation with staff in the Grade 3/4 area and the 

Student Support Staff we now have a model that we are happy with. We will now work on the timetabling 

to ensure that it meets the needs of our students and teachers. 

School Council - Parent Forum 

Thank you to everyone that came along to the parent forum on Monday night, there was much discussion 

around many different topics. 

A few of those topics which were discussed involved communication between home and school, uniforms, 

class sizes in the Grade 3/4 area, the BYOD (iPads) program and student safety at morning and afternoon 

drop offs. 

There was a lot of great feedback that will be on the School Council agenda for discussion at our next   

meeting and will be communicated through the school newsletter over the next few weeks. 

In the meantime, if anyone that was unable to attend the forum and would also like to make suggestions 

on how we can improve our school, there will be a suggestion box in the office foyer for you to do so. 

Please be mindful that the suggestion box is not an opportunity to make complaints regarding specific staff, 

students or situations, if you have these concerns they are best discussed with our Principal, Mrs Flynn, who 

would be more than happy to discuss these issues or concerns with you. 

 

Shane Howe 

School Council President  
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Echuca Primary School will ensure high levels of learning for all students. 

Community Engagement and Wellbeing 

Scott Trewhella 

 

Tomorrow the school community will be led by the SAT team in promoting Epilepsy Awareness and the 

pivotal work undertaken by the Epilepsy Foundation to support families and sufferers.  Below is a recent 

story shared on the Facebook page of the Epilepsy Foundation about a young boy called Chris and his 

mother, Deb. She outlines the extent of Chris’ condition and the ongoing, expert support she has received 

from the organisation.  Stories such as Chris’ remind me of the value of our health, the tireless work people 

do to support others in need and the strength of innocent children, such as Chris, in not allowing his       

epilepsy to restrict his childhood. 

So, don’t forget to wear a splash of purple tomorrow - purple socks, a purple headband,                            

a purple ribbon …. maybe a purple wig?  And a gold coin donation will go a long way in supporting      

people like Chris and his mum, Deb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Chris had a stroke in utero, which resulted in his diagnosis at age 9 months of Triplegic cerebral palsy. At 

the same time, his neurologist told us that there was a very high likelihood of Chris developing seizures in 

the future due to his brain damage. We didn’t know anything about seizures or epilepsy other than what 

we had heard or seen in the media. 

At 18 months old Chris had his first seizure, it came as a huge shock. You see Chris has Focal Onset          

Impaired Awareness Seizures, previously known as Complex Partial Focal seizures. Chris’s seizures look very 

different to seizures that are shown in the media. 

Chris’s head and eyes turn to one side, he can speak during a seizure, is conscious and can move around. He 

doesn’t shake, which is usually the first question anyone asks. 

When Chris started school, I was very worried. Would the staff know what to look for, would they know 

what to do, how could I feel comfortable leaving him in their care? 

The Epilepsy Foundation is where I turned to for advice not only to support the school but also to support 

my family. 

An Epilepsy Foundation trainer came out to our school and provided an information session, which has  

given the staff an insight into what epilepsy is, an understanding about ways they can help and resources to 

assist with this, the knowledge and training to manage a seizure and specific training about Chris’s seizures."   

Deb Clarke  



 

 

 

 

 

P  5483 0700      F  5483 0777      www.echucaps.vic.edu.au        email echuca.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Facebook  208 Echuca Primary 

21st March 2019 

Issue 7  

Keeping Up to Date @ 208 

Echuca Primary School 
“A School with Tradition and a Future” 

  
Student of the Week 

Specialists 

 Arts  

 Rising Sports Star   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 00A Imogen Butler What a beautiful, caring 

and thoughtful friend you are Imogen. Thank 

you for making our room such a kind space. 

We just adore you!  

 00B Sophie Bell Sophie is a delight to have in 

our classroom. She is a beautiful friend to   

others and is so helpful. 00B is so lucky to 

have you!  

 00C Sterling Pascoe Sterling is such a fun 

member of 00C. He is always willing to try 

new things and is persisting when things    

become difficult. Keep it up!  

 00D Frankie Welsh Frankie is 00D’s ray of  

sunshine. She always makes responsible and 

respectful choices in the classroom. Thank 

you Frankie!  

 01A Saige Milner We are so fortunate to have 

Saige in 1A! Saige displays positivity,         

responsibility and kindness, such admirable 

traits to have!  

 01B Charlie Mitchell Charlie is 1B’s quiet 

achiever. He is always ready for learning and 

works hard in each area. Terrific effort.  

 01C Tighe Teasdale Congratulations Tighe, 

you are an all round star! Every day you lead 

by example, always doing the right thing. 

You work hard and are kind to everyone.  

 01D Theo Pankhurst Congratulations on a 

fabulous week. Your positive learning attitude 

has improved so much. I’m very proud of 

your growing commitment to your learning.  

 02A Willow Delamare What a kind and   

considerate Grade 2 star! A quiet achiever 

who continues to just get the job done,    

always adopting a resilient attitude.  

 02B Patrick Simmonds Patrick what         

wonderful efforts you are making in Grade 2. 

Your kind and happy personality is shining 

through. Well done.  

 02C Haylee Watts Haylee has had another 

fabulous week. She works hard to improve 

her learning and sets a great example for  

others to follow. Thanks Haylee.  

 02D Connor Hancock Connor has had a   

fantastic week! Head down working hard, 

listening carefully and contributing to class 

discussions. Keep it up.  

 34A Toby Phyland Toby you exhibit a positive 

outlook and attitude in and out of the class-

room. You’re always striving to achieve your 

best and always kind and helpful to others  

 34B Imogen Leersen Imogen gives 110% and 

looks for every opportunity to raise the bar in 

her learning. Well done on all the work you 

have been doing at home this week.  

 34C Leni Teasdale Leni you are such a positive 

role model both in and out of the classroom. 

You always try your best and continuously 

display our school values. Great job Leni.  

 34D Imogen Carfoot How lucky 3/4D are to 

have such a responsible, independent and hard 

working student in our class! You set a great 

example for all around you. 

 34E Campbell McCarty Campbell is stepping 

up and rising to the challenges being thrown at 

him. Pushing himself in all learning areas and 

has become a great role model to his buddy. 

 34F Emily McLaren Emily is our quiet achiever. 

She is focused and strives to do her very best 

work in all learning areas. Keep up the      

awesome effort, Emily!  

 56A Reese Baldock Of late, Reese’s             

contributions to shared and guided reading 

have been spot on! Keep working hard and 

reading with a critical eye.  

 56B Olivia Harling Olivia is a polite student 

who happily helps others. She puts great effort 

into her homework and continues to extend 

herself through extra learning tasks at home.  

 56C Isabella Formica Well done on a fantastic 

few weeks. You are showing that when you 

try anything is possible. We are all excited to 

see what the rest of the year holds for you.  

 56D Aaliyah Burgess Impeccable book work, 

outstanding homework, incredible             

contribution to everything in the classroom 

and what an awesome kid! Well done Aaliyah!  

 56E Coby Morgan Thanks for being such an 

inclusive, kind, hardworking and wonderful 

student in 5/6E! You consistently show the 3 

school values! 

 56F Ninia Corry We are so lucky to have Ninia 

in our grade. She is always putting in her best 

effort and showing the three R’s. Well done.  
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 Junior Rising Sports Star Mr Campbell 

Cruz Formica 01D Cruz is a great classmate! 

This week he went out of his way to help one 

of his friends work on their skills. Well done 

Cruz!  

 Junior Arts Star Mr Thompson 

Noah McDonell 01C Noah was on the ball in 

Arts. He was putting his hand up to answer 

questions and listening to instructions       

carefully. Nice job!  

 Junior Science Whizz 

Mrs Butler & Mrs Cameron 

Holly Beach Stower 00A Holly is our resident 

eye expert in Science. Thanks for sharing your 

knowledge with us Holly.  

 Indonesian Bu Mansfield 

Harry Bryan 34C For being a diligent learner 

in Indonesian. Harry shows a determination 

to succeed in all he does. A great weeks work 

Harry.  

 Senior Rising Sports Star Mr Campbell 

Cooper Vredenburg 34A Cooper displayed 

fantastic resilience this week. 

 Senior Arts Star Mr Thompson 

Holly Armstrong 56D Holly worked really 

hard on her plaster face design this week. I 

can’t wait to see how it looks in painted form. 

Well done.  

 Senior Science Star  

Mr Trewhella & Mrs Hopson 

Oliver Goulding 34C Oliver is always         

enthusiastic and focussed during science. He 

has been doing a fantastic job when           

conducting experiments to further his under-

standing of heat transfer.  

 

20 Gotchas of the Week 

Proudly supported by Ray White & Domino’s Pizza Echuca 

Congratulations to all the students who received 10 Gotchas last week. 
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Student Action Team (SAT) News 

 

What a great term 208’s SAT are having! SAT members have been organising and supervising the  various 

activities to ensure students have plenty of lunchtime options, and they’ve been doing an excellent job of 

it. SAT members have also been speaking at assembly, assisting in the canteen  and visiting classrooms to 

remind everyone about upcoming events. 

 

 

 

 

The Colour Fun Walk 

Our first major event for the year is fast approaching, with only weeks left until April 5
th
. Students are    

encouraged to create an online profile and begin fundraising, with only electronic donations being accepted 

this year. Students who raise just $10 will be eligible for a great prize, with the prizes getting better as     

donations get bigger. The student who raises the most will also win a prize, with last year’s being a medal 

and a BMX bike! 

Purple Day 

Tomorrow (Friday 22
nd

 March) is Purple Day at Echuca Primary School. Students are        

encouraged to wear a splash of purple and bring a gold coin donation, to promote       

awareness of Epilepsy.  

I wanted to join the SAT because I like helping out with kids big or small. I realise this will 

be a challenge but I never give up and I am looking forward to seeing you all in the yard. 

Destiny Brennan 

I joined the SAT because I wanted to develop my leadership skills and show that I can do 

more than is expected of me. I also wanted to help out the little kids and encourage them 

to join SAT later on. I am looking forward to helping out with the many activities that 

SAT have organised. Oakley Tarrant 

I wanted to join the SAT because I love helping out with fundraising and helping the   

junior students. I love dancing and I do 9 hours a week. I’m really looking forward to 

being a 208 SAT Leader. Olivia Batchelor 

WALK 

Parents and Friends News 

P & F COMMITTEE NEXT MEETING 

MONDAY 25
TH

 MARCH @ 9.00 am Location - School Staffroom 

The P & F Committee have had a wonderful response for interested new members to attend our next   

meeting. If you have a spare hour come along next week for an informal gathering to share ideas over a 

cuppa to help make our school the best it can be. We would also like to thank those who attended Bug 

Mugz last Monday 18
th
 for a catch up. It was nice to meet some new parents to the school and we hope 

that this group will only grow overtime. It’s a great window to meet others. Our next catch up is scheduled 

for Monday 1
st
 April. 

 

Hope to see you there. 
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Diary Dates 

Term 1 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WED THURS FRI 

7 

March 

  

11
th
 

LABOUR DAY 

12
th
 

 

13
th
  

 

14
th
 

 

 

15
th
 

  

  

8 

March 

  

18
th
  

Parent Forum 

BOOK CLUB DUE 

 

19
th
  

  

20
th
 

  

  

21
st
 

Regional Swim    

Swan Hill 

22
nd

 

Purple Day 

9 

March 

25
th 

School Council 

AGM 

Parents & Friends 

Meeting 9am 

Staffroom 

 

26
th
 

  

27
th
 

  

  

28
th
 

  

29
th
 

Tennis Tournament 

Gr 5-6 

10 

April 

1
st
 2

nd
 3

rd
 4

th
 5

th 

 

End of Term 1 

Dismissal 2.20pm 

Buses running at 2.20 

Term 2 

2 

April 

22
nd

 

EASTER       

MONDAY 

23
rd 

1st Day Term 2 

24
th 

State Swimming 

25
th
 

ANZAC DAY 

26th 

 

3 

April 

May 

29
th
 

 

30
th
 

 
 

1
st
 

Regional Bowls 

Swan Hill 

 

Junior Cross  

Country P - Gr 2 

2
nd

 

Senior Cross 

Country Gr 3- 6 

3
rd
 

Soccer  

Tournament  

Gr 5 - 6 

4 

May 

6
th 

School Photos 

7
th
 8

th
 9

th
 10

th 

Mothers Day BBQ 

 

5 

May 

13
th
 14

th
 

NAPLAN Online 

15
th
 

NAPLAN Online 

16
th
 

NAPLAN Online 

17
th 

Trivia Night 

NAPLAN Online 

Echuca District 

Cross Country 

6 

May 

20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 

WALK 

Thank you for your ongoing Book Club support during Term 1. 

For every Book Club order placed, Scholastic gives back 20% of the 

order spend to our school to purchase valuable resources for our 

Library. 

Keep an eye out at the beginning of Term 3 for the next issue 


