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Echuca Primary School will ensure high levels of learning for all students. 

Principal’s Report 

Lynne Flynn 

 

Suggestion Box 

Thank you to the parents who have placed suggestions in the letterbox in the office regarding our parent 

forum. These have been scanned and sent to School Council for collation. As mentioned at assembly last 

week a permanent suggestion letterbox has now been placed in the foyer for you to add comments to 

throughout the year. If you would still like to provide feedback for the forum or have any other            

suggestions regarding out school please pop these in the letterbox. The box will be cleared each Friday.  

Please be mindful that comments about individual children, parents or staff are not to be placed in the box, 

rather see the Principal, Assistant Principal or classroom teacher who will be able to assist you.  

School Council 

Last Monday we had our School Council Annual General Meeting and monthly meeting. During this      

process we elect new office bearers for the 2019 school year. I would like to congratulate the following 

parent members for taking on the following roles; 

 School Council President - Rebecca Trevisan 

 School Council Vice President - Shane Howe 

 School Council Treasurer- Matt - McPherson 

All Office bearers will serve for a twelve month term in their respective roles. Rebecca in her role as School 

Council President will provide an update on School Council each month to keep our community informed.  

Policies 

A number of policies will be added to the school website in the next week or so. They include, Asthma, 

Visitor, Yard Supervision and Complaints policies. Please visit our website and familiarise yourselves with 

these documents.  

Uniform Committee 

At our forum there were suggestions regarding our current school uniform and the process for changing 

this. This was discussed at School Council and as such I am inviting interested parents who would like to 

investigate the positives of our uniform, the not so good things and recommendations for any changes, if 

any, including costing involved. Once this information is collected it will need to be presented to School 

Council. If you are interested in being on the committee please see me. 

Canteen 

Thank you to everyone for their understanding during the Canteen closure last week. I have spoken to    

Caroline and she is happy for the following information to go into the newsletter. On behalf of the school 

community I would like to send our condolences to Caroline and her family after the sudden passing of 

Caroline’s father. We have sent Caroline flowers on behalf of the school community for which she is very 

grateful. 

Student Mobile Phones 

A friendly reminder that all students mobile phones must be signed into the office at the beginning of the 

day and signed out at the end of the day. This ensures that phones are not misplaced, or stolen, that they 

are safe and used appropriately. If a student needs to contact a parent during the school day we are more 

than happy to facilitate this. 

Chicken Pox 

We have had a confirmed case of Chickenpox in Grade 3/4. For chickenpox, the time from infection to the 

appearance of the rash (incubation period) is around 14 to 16 days. A few days before the appearance of 

the rash, the person may feel feverish and have a sore throat and headache. The skin may be marked for 

some months after the rash has cleared. Exclusion Period - students  should be excluded until all blisters 

have dried. This is usually at least 5 days after the rash appears in unimmunised children, but may be less in 

previously immunised children. 
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 Principal’s Report Continued……………….. 

Student Absences 

We all want our students to acquire a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin 

with students coming to school each and every day. If students miss school regularly, they miss out on 

learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later years of school. There is no safe 

number of days for missing school - each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their      

educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, 

writing and reading. 

 

Term One 

It has been a great start to the year with lots of positivity being spread around this term. I have enjoyed 

getting out into the school grounds before and after school and chatting with parents and students. I have 

been joining in the many fitness activities that the students are involved in and have enjoyed the            

conversations and laughter that this brings when connecting with the students, parents and teachers.  

 

SIPS Workshop 

Tomorrow I will be in Bendigo all day with our Digital Technologies coordinator Kylie Coutts investigating 

the ICT planning tool for the school.  

 

End of Term One 

It is hard to realise that we are already nearing the end of the term. Next Friday 5
th
 April is our last day    

before we break for two weeks. School will finish at 2.20 pm and buses will be running at this time. Please 

make sure that you put this in the diary and note the early dismissal time.  

Enjoy the weekend everyone 

Message from the School Council President 

I would like to introduce myself to the school community for those families who don’t already know who 

I am. I have been on the School Council since 2016, I have two children, Aimee who is in grade 3 and   

Corey who graduated from 208 last year. 

On Monday night we had our first meeting with our new Council members, thank you to our outgoing 

members, Richard Conway, Stephen Elliott and Community member, Howard Bretting, your contributions 

to Council have definitely been valued. I would also like to thank Shane Howe for his commitment to 

School Council as President for the last 3 years and for taking on the role as Vice President this year. 

During our meeting we ratified the Complaints Policy and also reviewed the Visitor, Yard Supervision and 

Asthma policies which will be available for you to view on our school website shortly. 

We are in the process of collating all of the information and feedback that we received at the Parent Forum 

last Monday night for the review, thank you Lauren and Misty for volunteering to collate this information 

to present at our next meeting on 29th April. We began discussions around some of the topics raised, the 

Gotcha’s, BYOD program, communicating the school newsletter as a PDF attachment on the school’s     

Facebook page and creating a Uniform sub-committee to discuss and investigate our current uniform and 

make recommendations for changes for presentation to Council. We decided that we would love the 

school community to be involved in the research of this, so we are looking for Expressions of Interest from      

parents/carers to join the sub - committee, if you are interested and available to be part of this committee, 

please see Lynne. 

Once all of the information is collated, further discussions will be on the meeting agendas and will be     

circulated through to the school community via our newsletter. Don’t forget the suggestion box that is in 

the office permanently, if you have an idea or suggestion please place it in the box. 

Rebecca Trevisan 
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Community Engagement and Wellbeing 

Scott Trewhella 

 

Hello Everyone, 

Today I would like to share some information on Echuca Primary School’s approach to promoting positive 

behaviours within our school community. In 2017 the Wellbeing Team worked diligently to devise a       

universal program of supports for all students in the school. These supports included clearly defined         

behavioural expectations, teaching these expectations to students, acknowledging appropriate behaviour, 

and correcting inappropriate behaviour. Echuca Primary School adopted a whole school approach using the 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Framework (SWPBS). SWPBS is a customised school system that supports 

student outcomes and academic success. It is preventative, and switches the focus from negative behaviours 

and exchanges, to positive expectations and interactions leading to the promotion of social proficiency and 

academic success. 

An important aspect of SWPBS is the understanding that appropriate behaviour and social competence is a 

skill that requires explicit teaching, similar to literacy and numeracy. There is no assumption in SWPBS that 

students will learn social behaviour automatically or pick it up as they go through life. This critical feature in 

SWPBS contributes to its effectiveness. 

As a SWPBS school our objective is to provide a consistent, predictable and fair use of consequences for all 

students. If a student chooses to disregard an expectation, or behave in a non-respectful manner in the    

classroom, all teachers will follow the same protocols to ensure that all incidents are handled equally. 

The use of ‘Gotchas’ to reward positive behaviours is a key factor in highlighting expected behaviours    

within our school. Staff are encouraged to catch children when they are exhibiting expected positive        

behaviours and reward them with a ‘Gotcha’. This also supports other students to identify the positive     

behaviour being exhibited and adjust their own behaviour to the desired outcome. The staff are constantly 

reviewing the use of ‘Gotchas’ and we are aware that the use of these may vary from class to class but are 

endeavouring to be as consistent as we can. 

Since the inception of SWPBS our student wellbeing data has continued to show positive growth in the areas 

of Student connectedness, Management of Bullying, Inclusion and Teacher empathy. 

We are very much in the beginning of the process and will continue to learn and develop ways in which we 

can best support our students, staff and families of 208. 

 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

Echuca Primary School will ensure high levels of learning for all students. 
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Echuca Primary School will ensure high levels of learning for all students. 

Parents & Friends News 

We are proud to announce the return of the ‘Echuca Primary School P&F Trivia Night’ to be held on Friday 

17th May in the school gymnasium, door open at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start. 

The evening will be hosted once again by Scott Trewhella and his team Brendan Leersen and Zach       

Campbell with this years theme, FOOTBALL. 

Tables will accommodate teams of 10 at $10 pp. Singles, couples or other multiple tickets are most        

welcome, we will ensure you are part of a team on the night. 

It is recommended that there be a team leader/captain to co-ordinate the booking and payment. 

This is a great community event to strengthen friendships, school spirit and to determine our trivia masters 

for 2019. This child free event will give you a chance to meet and mingle. 

So, why not gather a table and make a night of it with all funds raised going to our school amphitheatre 

renovation. Flyers and additional information will be posted next week. If you have any quires please 

don’t hesitate to contact the office. 

 

Parent Helpers are needed - as a committee we are always trying to help our teachers and lighten their 

load. Little things like laminating, sorting and displaying the children’s artwork can help a great deal. We 

encourage parents to let your teacher know if you can assist please make the contact your child’s teacher 

will be very grateful. 

Prep Easter Bonnet Parade—Thursday 4th of April 

Secret Easter Bonnet Parade business………….We sure hope the EASTER BUNNY is hoppin’ to it and      

keeping a close eye on our Preps! 

They are BOUNDING into bonnet making with their ever HELPFUL big buddies by their side! 

Parents and friends are invited to the Easter Bonnet Parade next Thursday 4th April at 9am in the          

Amphitheatre. 
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 00A Charlotte Brunt If you want to know 

what ‘hard working’ looks like, come and 

watch Charlotte. She gives everything her best 

and is an absolute star in our room.  

 00B Ava Jones Amazing Ava! Thank you for 

all your hard work this week Ava. You listen 

to others, try your best and help others in our 

room. Well done!  

 00C Phoebe Cameron What a wonderful 

week of learning Phoebe has had. She has 

been engaged and approached every task 

with enthusiasm.  

 00D Chase Potter We are so lucky to have 

Chase in 00D. He can always be relied on to 

build the respect and resilience in other class 

members. 

 01A Delilah Lubke Delilah is such a delight to 

have in our grade. She is always so happy, 

calm, kind and works super hard all day long!  

 01B Amos Bennett Amos always displays   

respect and resilience. He is a very responsible 

child, who takes care with his learning. Well 

done.  

 01C Sienna McCurdy What an absolute star 

Sienna is! She is kind to everyone, focusses 

well on her work and shares her ideas. Thank 

you for being such a wonderful role model!  

 01D Brandt Haw Brandt has shown such   

kindness to his peers, curiosity in his learning 

and a great commitment to his Spelling and 

Reading. I’m so proud of you!  

 02A Joey Lowry Joey has shown             

commitment to improving his learning both 

at school and at home. He has made great 

contributions to class discussions. 

 02B Kayla O’Grady Kayla always displays 

excellent commitment to all learning tasks. 

She is so patient and helpful to others and a 

pleasure to have in 2B. 

 02C Jack Holmfield Jack has been switched 

on for learning all week. He listens to       

instructions, puts his head down and works 

hard to raise the bar. 

 02D Lily Hermans Lily always gives 110%. She 

tries her best in everything she does,        

completes work very neatly and always    

listens carefully. Way to go Lily!  

 34A Bae Elliott Bae you consistently show   

enthusiasm and positivity in your learning. 

Your ‘never give up’ attitude shines brightly in 

3 /4 A. Keep reaching for the stars!  

 34B Jaxon Hogan Jaxon well done on the 

hard work you have put into your narrative 

this week. Thank you for sharing your plan-

ning, description, editing and publishing skills. 

 34C Emily Burgess Emily you consistently try 

your best and you are always ready for      

learning. Great job Emily.  

 34D Diesel Bourke For being a polite and   

respectful student and for following our school 

values.  

 34E George Allan George is a respectful and 

inclusive member of our classroom. He gives 

everything his best and has impeccable      

manners. Thanks George!  

 34F Alyssa Mitchell Well done Alyssa for al-

ways having impeccable book work and such 

thorough reading summaries. You put so much 

effort into everything you do! 

 56A Ryder Smith Ryder is headed for a career 

in hospitality, health or an undiscovered     

occupation! He is friendly, helpful and        

hospitable. He’s the same Ryder every day!  

 56B Sharmane Amit Sharmane is a great leader 

in 5/6B as she is always organised, ready for 

learning and gives 100%. She is sharing her 

ideas confidently which we love hearing.  

 56C Amanda Cruise Another excellent        

performer in 5/6C. Congratulations Amanda 

for being a hard working, conscientious       

student.  

 56D Holly Armstrong Hol, you continually 

display our three school values and are hard 

working in all areas of the curriculum. Keep up 

the excellent work!  

 56E Leilani Cartledge We are so lucky to have 

you in 5/6E. You’re a great friend and role 

model and you are always willing to give    

everything a go! Such a positive attitude! 

 56F Mia Arthurson Mavellous, magnificent, 

mannerly, merry, mathmetician Mia! What an 

awesome person you are! Thanks for being 

such a great student in 5/6F!  
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 Junior Rising Sports Star Mr Campbell 

Slyda Birch 01C Slyda is such a great leader 

and role model in 01C! He has his very best 

go at every single challenge in PE, and does it 

all with a huge smile on his face!  

 Junior Arts Star Mr Thompson 

Khyalva Russell 01B Khyalva shows great  

enthusiasm during Arts. She joined in with 

singing and dancing this week with real gusto. 

Well done!  

 Junior Science Whizz 

Mrs Butler & Mrs Cameron 

Kayla O’Grady 02B Kayla always puts 100% 

effort into our science experiments. She is 

always willing to help out with feeding the 

animals and looking after our caterpillars.  

 Indonesian Bu Mansfield 

Nyah Monsant 34F For using her knowledge 

of Indonesian to complete an interesting and 

informative poster about herself. Great work, 

Nyah! 

 Senior Rising Sports Star Mr Campbell 

Hayley Savage 56D Hayley is a wonderful role 

model in PE, often going well out of her way 

to assist other students who may be having 

trouble developing their skills.  

 Senior Arts Star Mr Thompson 

Kallum Wickham 56F For helping clean the 

Arts room during lunchtime and being a     

motivated and enthusiastic Jam Bander! Nice 

work, Kallum! 

 Senior Science Star  

Mr Trewhella & Mrs Hopson 

Shai Costello 34E Shai is always positive and 

helpful during science lessons. Great job     

melting butter using your knowledge of heat 

transfer Shai!  

 

20 Gotchas of the Week 

Proudly supported by Ray White & Domino’s Pizza Echuca 

Congratulations to all the students who received 10 Gotchas last week. 
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Student Action Team (SAT) News 

 

The Colour Fun Walk 

 

 

 

 

Our 208 Colour fun Walk is NEXT FRIDAY!!! It will start at 12:45pm. Students and teachers are encouraged 

to wear a white t - shirt/clothing that they wish to have colour sprayed onto. Students may like to wear     

sunglasses or goggles to protect their eyes, however this is a personal preference. The track will also cater 

for those who do not wish to walk through the colour. 

At 12:45pm students will make their way down to the senior basketball courts where they will sit with their 

buddy grade at their allocated cone. Miss McGurgan will brief students on the event, and at approximately 

1:00pm the first grades will begin. We will have a staggered start to avoid congestion, so grades will need 

to be listening for the go ahead. Each buddy grade will be allocated at least two adults, with one walking at 

the front of their grades and one at the end.  

Following the event we will spend some time on the oval for photos. We recommend students bring either 

a change of clothes or a towel for their ride home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep the fund raising going! 

I am looking forward to being involved on the SAT because I wanted a leadership role 

and I know I will find that in SAT. My favorite sport is basketball and I love swimming. 

Mya Baker 

I wanted to join the SAT because I thought it would be a good opportunity to work with 

others and learn how to be more independent. Jadah Day 

Hi, my name is Angus. I joined the SAT because I like helping our younger students who 

do not have activities to do at lunch time. I am looking forward to the many                  

opportunities that the SAT provides, especially organising football activities.                

Angus Watson 

WALK 
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Term 1 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WED THURS FRI 

8 

March 

  

18
th
  

Parent Forum 

BOOK CLUB DUE 

 

19
th
  

  

20
th
 

  

  

21
st
 

Regional Swim    

Swan Hill 

22
nd

 

Purple Day 

9 

March 

25
th 

School Council 

AGM 

Parents & Friends 

Meeting 9am 

Staffroom 

26
th
 

  

27
th
 

  

  

28
th
 

  

29
th
 

Tennis Tournament 

Gr 5-6 

10 

April 

1
st
 2

nd
 3

rd
 4

th 

Prep 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

9am Amphitheatre 

5
th 

 

End of Term 1 

Dismissal 2.20pm 

Buses running at 2.20 

Term 2 

1 

April 

22
nd

 

EASTER       

MONDAY 

23
rd 

1st Day Term 2 

24
th 

State Swimming 

25
th
 

ANZAC DAY 

26th 

 

2 

April 

May 

29
th
 

 

30
th
 

 
 

1
st
 

Regional Bowls 

Swan Hill 

 

Junior Cross  

Country P - Gr 2 

2
nd

 

Senior Cross 

Country Gr 3- 6 

3
rd
 

Soccer  

Tournament  

Gr 5 - 6 

3 

May 

6
th 

School Photos 

7
th
 8

th
 9

th
 10

th 

Mothers Day BBQ 

 

4 

May 

13
th
 14

th
 

NAPLAN Online 

15
th
 

NAPLAN Online 

16
th
 

NAPLAN Online 

17
th 

Trivia Night 

NAPLAN Online 

Echuca District 

Cross Country 

5 

May 

20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 

Interschool Sports 

Week 1 

6 

May 

27th 28th 29th 30th 31st 

Netball Netball 

Tournament 

7 

June 

3rd 4th 

Regional Cross  

Country St Arnaud 

5th 6th 7th 

Interschool Sports 

Week 2 

WALK 


