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 Principal’s Report 

Lynne Flynn 

 

Wow! How fast the week has gone. As I mentioned last week I was at the Principals conference for two 

days last week. This was a great conference with many inspiring presenters and practical applications for 

our schools. I must admit though, being in the city for a couple of days, really makes me appreciate the 

great country air and the open spaces that we have here in Echuca. I don’t think that I could ever live in the 

city. 

On Tuesday I was at the Principals forum in Bendigo. One of the topics were the Numeracy Toolkit and 

the Maths companion which will be quite useful for staff to access for valuable resources and teaching ideas 

across all year levels in the school. These links have been sent to all staff. 

Principals have been asked to provide a link to register for the Parent Forum organised by Parent’s Victoria. 

This forum will be held at the DET Bendigo Office, 7-15 McLaren Street on the Tuesday 27 August 9:30am 

to 3:30pm. Topics to be covered include services and mental health workers in schools, student support, 

career pathways, cost of schooling. Morning tea and lunch are provided. Please invite a friend 

 

Book Parade 

I know that the school is gearing up to a fantastic book parade again this year, we will be holding this on 

the basketball courts. There has been lots of chatter around the school about costumes. I have enjoyed   

listening to the students telling me what their costume will be and how they are going to make it.  

 

The book parade does not have to be costly. See what you can find around your 

house to put together to create a costume. I’m sure we will have lots of fun. I am 

looking forward to seeing all of the different book character costumes on display. 

The theme this year is ‘reading is my secret power’. 

Thank you in advance to all the families who have made such a fantastic effort in 

dressing up your children and encouraging a love for literature. 

Around the school 

On my travels around the school I must say that I have been very impressed with the students and their 

learning. It is great to see the smiling faces and the engagement of students across the school. I love the way 

that the junior students love showing me their reading skills and happily share their books and reading. As 

classes prepare for father’s day, it is always a pleasure to listen to their excitement and description of what 

they are creating. Today I joined 34D in PE where they completed their Beep Test Assessment to improve 

their previous score. I joined in and worked as hard as the class trying to keep up with the beep. I was     

suitably impressed when the last student doubled my score. It certainly was a good workout to start the 

day. I was also in awe of the student’s motivation to improve their score. 

 

Of course schools do not operate without dedicated teachers and support staff who put in an 

awesome effort to ensure that our students have the best possible opportunities. I am sure 

you will join me in thanking our wonderful staff for all the hard work that they do. 

 

 

Father’s Day BBQ 

A reminder that the Father’s day BBQ is on Friday 30th of August from 11.30am. We are looking for      

volunteers to assist in cooking the sausages. Cooking will commence straight after assembly. If you can 

spare an hour for cooking, or can remain for the entirety we would really appreciate your assistance. Please 

call or drop into the office if you can help out. 
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 Gayle Bedford 

 

Assistant Principal 

 

Never a dull moment at 208 and pictures tell a thousand words. Our Preps have been playing with trays 

for the focus word ‘tray’. Lots of fun with paint & marbles was had and the more fun we have when    

learning anything the more likely we are to remember it. This applies to the many learning tasks provided 

at 208.  

The Grade 2 Students are experiencing firsthand what is was like in the ‘Olden days’, (even before I was 

born) by visiting the Port Of Echuca Discovery Centre.  

A group of grade 3/4 Girls participated in a soccer development session conducted by Moama Echuca    

Border Raiders. There were many engaging drills in which our girls showed some very fancy footwork.  

Tomorrow we celebrate Book Week with the annual Character Parade which is always very exciting. Of 

course it is my favourite school event with my passion for dressing up. It is also the best way to show our 

love for books and reading.  

After the parade, Grade 3/4 are showcasing their Travel Diaries. Grade 3 have been travelling around    

Australia and Grade 4, the World!  

Keep your eye on Facebook and the Compass Communication Notes to see what we are up to @ 208!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers play a very important role in our school and wider community. Our Parents & Friends Team 

volunteer their time to help in a range of ways- fund raising- Pie Drive and the Fete. They are now helping 

out with Breakfast Club and cooking sausages for our Father’s Day Sausage Sizzle. We are very fortunate 

indeed. Thanks P & F.  
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School Council President’s Report 

Rebecca Trevisan 

 

Amphitheatre Upgrade 

School Council would like to thank and acknowledge everyone in our School Community for your support 

in our Parents and Friends fundraising events. As you are aware, we are allocating these funds towards our 

Amphitheatre upgrade. We are yet to include the money raised from the Pie Drive, however School    

Council have confirmed and allocated $49,000 raised from the Fete, Colour Walk, water sale and Trivia 

Night to the Amphitheatre upgrade. Unfortunately, it is a slow process with many boxes to tick off before 

the renovations begin. There have been consultations with engineers and builders, planning permits,      

obtaining quotes and researching materials to use. A special thank you to Sherri Barden for all of the many 

dedicated hours she has put in so far to assist and drive this project for our school. 

 

Parent Forum 

We have a date set for our Term 3 Parent Forum, please lock in THURSDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2019 at 

7:00pm in the 5/6 Neighbourhood. 

What is a parent forum? 

The forum is about building a partnership between the parents and our school. 

It’s a valuable way to share your ideas and make suggestions for improvement. 

 

What will we talk about? 

Anything related to making our school better and how we can continue to develop the parternership     

between the Parents and the School. Our last parent forum held in March provided us with some great 

feedback. We will present a brief run through of what has already been achieved from the feedback that 

we received.  

A uniform Sub Committee was also formed from the feedback, to research and investigate our current    

uniform. We would like to present the findings from our Uniform Sub Committee’s recommendations for 

our school uniform and even present a student fashion parade. 

 

There will also be opportunity for input on the following questions: 

 

⁃ What do we do well at 208? 

⁃ What areas can we improve in? 

⁃ What do you see as essential in your child’s education at 208? 

 

The forum will be informal and their will be opportunity for open discussion. 

We will not be discussing specific concerns or complaints involving individual children, families, or members 

of staff. These issues should be raised with the class teacher, Assistant Principal, or Principal. 

 

Hope to see you there! 
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 Brendan Leersen 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

Book Week 

The more you read the more you learn. Books are a rich source of information and afford you the         

opportunity to broaden your horizon. In fact, one of the reasons why we read is to gain knowledge. There 

is always a bit of information you never knew about in a book. 

Over the years, a lot of research have proven that reading books contribute immensely to the overall        

intelligence of a person. Books contain hidden treasures, the more you read, the more you find more of 

these treasures. 

When last did you read a book? How many books have you read this year? If you are the type that does 

not think highly of reading books, then you are missing out on a lot of benefits that reading offers.  

 

Here are a couple of benefits of reading and why I think you should make reading a habit. 

Improves the brain 

One of the best ways to stimulate your brain and keep it active is to read books. Just like other muscles in 

the body requires exercise, the brain also requires exercise to keep it strong and healthy. Reading books has 

been proven to be a plausible way to keep the brain active. 

Invaluable knowledge  

The more you read the more you learn. Books are a rich source of information and afford you the         

opportunity to broaden your horizon. In fact, one of the reasons why we read is to gain knowledge. There 

is always a bit of information you never knew about in a book. If you do not read, you never get to find 

out about such information. Also, reading books on a variety of subjects makes you have in-depth 

knowledge about it. It also ensures that you at least know something about everything. 

Effective communication skills  

The importance of good communication skills cannot be overemphasized. Whether you are speaking with 

friends, or presenting a project, communicating effectively is very essential. Through books, you learn new 

words and improve your vocabulary which helps you articulate your thoughts properly. This skill is crucial 

in maintaining a relationship and become a better person both in your career and personal life. 

Better Analytical Skills 

Executing projects, writing reports or solving a problem, your analytical skills will come in handy. One of 

the most effective ways to improve your analytical skills is to be an active reader. Reading books exposes 

you to new ideas, it requires you to think and process information which ultimately improves your overall 

analytical skills.  

Learn about History 

To address the problems of our present day, it is important that we know our history. Books are valuable 

resources to find out about the events of the past and how they can shape our minds in solving the       

challenges of the present. We also get to learn about the history of other places and have an insight of how 

various people have developed over the years. A good knowledge of history becomes instrumental         

especially when you engage people in climes different from yours. You will be surprised by how much you 

will have to say about them by virtue of what you had read about their history.  

Reading is fun  

Reading is relaxing and exciting. If you read books a lot, you are never bored. Reading books is a good 

way to relax your mind. Books keep your mind occupied and an escape from your worries.  

 

Reading regularly has a lot of benefits that contribute to your overall wellbeing. We all must find time to 

read regularly.  
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Zach Campbell 

 

Sports Co-ordinator 

FitMob School Values Promotion 

We are extremely lucky here at 208 to have a wonderful and supportive community with lots of local   

businesses who are happy to support our programs. One such business is FitMob, and owner Shannon Fink 

has been working with student Oakley Tarrant to set up a promotion which we are really excited about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basically, during Physical Education, morning fitness, or level sport   sessions, all 208 teachers are looking 

out for students showing our three school values; RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE and RESILIENT. Those     

spotted will have their names placed in a box, and each Friday for the rest of term two names will be 

drawn out to win a FREE FitMob pass to their Friday afternoon Kids Class. We welcome Georgia from 

FitMob who will be at assembly this Friday to draw out the first two names.  

Thanks to Shannon, Oakley and the team at FitMob for their support! 

 

BOOK CLUB - Issue 6 out now! 

Pick up a copy from the office. Orders are due by Friday 30 August. 

You can drop in your order form and correct money to the office, or order online, 

www.scholastic.com.au/loop You'll always find a couple of books for $2 in each issue because every child 

deserves the chance to take home a book. Issue 6 is the last catalogue for Term 3. 

Issues 7 and 8 will come out in Term 4. Thank you for your ongoing support! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com.au%2Floop&data=02%7C01%7Cconnors.meryl.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Caef023b9b25146233c2008d722549c7d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637015619129392627&sdata=tzU%2FIm
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P & F News 

As of this week the P & F Committee will be helping to co-ordinate the Breakfast Program, rostering on a 

volunteer each Tuesday and Thursday for the remainder of Term 3. 

Our School Breakfast Club generally runs between 8am and 9am. Breakfast Club helpers will assist with 

tasks such as setting up the breakfast area, preparing and serving breakfast, cleaning up and washing      

dishes. Social interaction with students is also an important part too. 

Member of the P & F have kindly filled the positions for this Term 3. However in Term 4 we will be       

required to roster on two helpers each morning. 

 

In the coming weeks we will be asking for parent/grandparent helpers to assist. If you feel this is something 

you could help out with, we’d love to hear from you. Please let the office know and we can allocate a 

schedule date. Each week volunteers will be mentioned in the newsletter the week before they are rostered 

on as a friendly reminder. 

 

TERM 3 BREAKFAST CLUB ROSTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father’s Day BBQ Friday 30
th
 – Volunteers wanted to co-ordinate the BBQ between 9.30 – 11.45pm. 

If you are available to help please leave your name at the office – any time would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Our next P & F Committee meeting will be Monday 26
th
 August in the staffroom @ 9am…… 

ALL WELCOME. 

 

DATE TUESDAY 8AM – 9AM THURSDAY 8AM – 9AM 

20 August Chrissy Sicily   

22 August   Karen Palmer 

27 August Sherri Barden   

29 August   Kerry Monsant 

      

3 September Sarah Collins   

5 September   Chloe Ford 

10 September Anne Barden   

12 September   Kerry Monsant 

17 September Anne Barden   

19 September   Chrissy Sicily 

Sports Representative Uniforms 

If your child has represented 208 and was privileged to have been given a sports uniform or jacket to wear 

and have not returned them, please do so. 

We are very fortunate to have sponsorships from many local businesses who have generously provided 

Echuca Primary School with uniforms such as sets of football jumpers, basketball singlet, netball dresses and 

jackets. At this stage many of these sets are incomplete. 

Please check at home if you have any such uniforms and return them to allow other students to proudly 

wear and enjoy our representative uniforms.  
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 00A Jobe Lindsay-Field Jobe has been a super 

mathematician this week. You have done 

such an awesome job at solving subtraction 

problems. What a clever cookie! 

 00B Nash Skerke Well done Nash on a     

fantastic week working with Leeanne! Keep 

up the positive choices. 

 00C Shayla Tinetti Wherever there is a need 

to help, Shayla is your girl. She is responsible, 

kind and motivated to assist everybody. 

Thank you Shayla! 

 00D Jonty Carfoot Jonty continually makes 

wonderful learning choices in 00D. He is  

always prepared and willing to have a go at 

any challenge he faces. Keep it up! 

 01A Saige Milner Thank you Saige for       

displaying the 3 C’s - calm, caring and         

co-operative. What more could a classroom 

want? 1A is very lucky to have you!!  

 01B Jack Woodlands For making fantastic 

choices in the classroom. For staying on task 

and trying his best to finish on time. Also for 

remaining calm.  

 01C Tighe Teasdale You are an absolute 

champion Tighe! Every single day you are 

responsible, co-operative, polite and helpful. 

The list could go on and on. 

 01D Bronte Langley Bronte is such a kind, 

caring and respectful student. She consistently 

finishes her work and does her best. You 

should be extremely proud of yourself! 

 02A Jasper Buckle Welcome to 208          

Jasper! You have settled in and been a  re-

sponsible and respectful student. Keep making 

good decisions and improving your learning! 

 02B Cruiz Armstrong Well done Cruiz on a 

great week. Super organised and showing 

improved commitment to your learning. 

Great job.  

 02C Logan O’Meara Wow Logan! You’ve 

had an awesome week. So switched on for 

learning. Well done!!  

 02D Owen Lees Owen it has been great to 

see you switched on for learning and engaged 

in our olden days topic! Thanks for sharing 

your knowledge and interesting facts.  

 34A Ethan Ainslie Ethan you should be very 

proud of your amazing efforts! You’ve been a 

superstar in and out of the classroom and your 

positivity and hard work is a credit to you!  

 34B Noah Thompson Noah what a great day 

you had yesterday at the Athletics. It was great 

to see the effort you put into all of your 

events. Well done. 

 34C Lexie Howard Well done Lexie you have 

done such an awesome job catching up with 

our class novel. It is great to have you back. 

Keep up the awesome work champion.  

 34D Emily Pendlebury Always smiling, always 

positive and always trying her best! Thanks for 

being such a shining star in our classroom   

Emily! How lucky we are to have you!  

 34E Kinsey Graham Kinsey is such an asset to 

our classroom. She is calm, focussed and     

inclusive. What a terrific role model we have 

in 34E!  

 34F Seth Naughton Congratulations Seth for 

making a huge improvement in the dedication 

to your reading logs. It has been great to see 

you take on feedback. Well done! 

 56A Beau Goulding Well done on a fantastic 

week Beau! Your effort during class tasks has 

been great all week and your participation at 

school sports was outstanding. Keep it up! 

 56B Jagger Scott Jagger, your resilience has 

been demonstrated every day this term as you 

continually apply yourself to everything you 

do. Thanks for the laughs you provide in 56B.  

 56C Scarlett Galluzzo Well done Scarlett for 

your participation in the school sports and for 

trying your best with all of your school work 

lately. Keep up the great work!  

 56D Sid Gregor Is it a bird, is it a plane, no it’s 

super SID! Wow, you ran faster than a speed-

ing bullet yesterday! Well done on giving eve-

rything a go and showing a positive attitude.  

 56E River Masters An awesome effort         

yesterday at athletics!! You were encouraging 

others the entire day and giving everything a 

red hot go! Keep it up mate. 

 56F Jorja Langley WOW! What an impressive 

day you had yesterday at our athletics carnival. 

You showed true sportsmanship with         

confidence and ability to match. Well done! 
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 Junior Arts Star Mr Thompson 

William Mackenzie-Ross 01D William is a 

kind and caring student who really enjoys 

Arts lessons. This week he accurately followed 

and repeated percussion rhythms.   

 Junior Science Whizz  

Mrs Cameron & Mrs Butler 

Harli Trevena 01D Always organised and 

ready to learn in our Science room Harli. An 

absolute pleasure to teach, well done.  

 Junior Rising Sports Star 

Mr Campbell 

Bodhi Williamson 00A Bodhi absolutely loves 

his PE! He really enjoys challenging himself 

and has been working hard to develop his 

skills. Keep up the great work Bodhi!  

 Senior Arts Star Mr Thompson 

Johan John-Jino 34D I could honestly choose 

Johan as the Arts Star every week. He is such a 

confident drawer who loves sharing his work 

and always makes sure he completes set tasks.  

 Senior Rising Sports Star 

Mr Campbell  

Maia Allan 56F Maia had an absolute day out 

on Wednesday, placing in 5 events and taking 

home a boat-load of ribbons. She also showed 

outstanding sportsmanship and resilience.  

 Indonesian Bu Mansfield 

Leilei Cartledge 56E Leilei, you always try your 

best in everything you attempt. Your ability to 

achieve is noted. Well done on a wonderful 

weeks work.  

20 Gotchas of the Week 

Proudly supported by Ray White & Domino’s Pizza Echuca 

 

208 School Breakfast Program thanks 

Morrison & Sawers Lawyers, Moama Bakery and Food Bank  

for their ongoing support. 



 

 

 

 

 

P  5483 0700      F  5483 0777      www.echucaps.vic.edu.au        email echuca.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Facebook  208 Echuca Primary 

22nd August 2019 

Issue 24  

Keeping Up to Date @ 208 

Echuca Primary School 
“A School with Tradition and a Future” 

Echuca Primary School adheres to Child Safe Standards and are compliant with DET Policies and Guidelines 

 
Diary Dates 

Term 3 

6 

Aug 

19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 

Book Character 

Parade 

 

Grade 1 

Reptile Incursion  

7 

Aug 

26th 

P & F Meeting 

Staffroom 9am 

 

Qualification 

Event 

200m sprint 

1500m Run 

Vic Park 4pm 

27th 

 

 

District Athletics 

11 & 12’s 

28th 

Prep Fauna Park 

 

District Athletics 

9 & 10’s 

29th 30th 

Fathers Day      

Sausage Sizzle 

 

Book Club Due 

8 

Sept 

2nd 

 

3rd 

 

Isaiah Firebrace 

11.30 

4th 5th 

Grade 1 Zoo 

 

Grade 2  

Swan Hill Camp 

6th 

 

 

Grade 2  

Swan Hill Camp 

9 

Sept 

9th 10th 11th 12th 

Parent Forum 

7pm Gr 5/6  

Neighbourhood 

13th 

10 

Sept 

16th 

Bendigo District 

Athletics 

17th 18th 19th 20th 

Footy Day 
 

Last Day Term 3 

Early Dismissal 

2.20pm 

Term 4 

1 

Oct 

7th 

Prep & Grade 1 

Swimming 

8th 

Prep & Grade 1 

Swimming 

9th 

Prep & Grade 1 

Swimming 

10th 

Prep & Grade 1 

Swimming 

11th 

Prep & Grade 1 

Swimming 

 

2 

Oct 

14th 

Prep & Grade 2 

Swimming 
 

Grade 3/4 Camp 

Cave Hill 
 

Regional Athletics 

15th 

Prep & Grade 2 

Swimming 

 

Grade 3/4 Camp 

Cave Hill 

16th 

Pep & Grade 2 

Swimming 

 

Grade 3/4 Camp 

Cave Hill 

17th 

Pep & Grade 2 

Swimming 

18th 

Pep & Grade 2 

Swimming 

3 

Oct 

21st 

Grade 3/4 

Swimming 

22nd 

Grade 3/4 

Swimming 

23rd 

Grade 3/4 

Swimming 

24th 

Grade 3/4 

Swimming 

25th 

Grade 3/4 

Swimming 
 

Softball 

Tournament 

4 

Oct/ 

Nov 

28th 

State Athletics 

 

Grade 5/6 

Swimming 

29th 

 

 

Grade 5/6 

Swimming 

30th 

 

 

Grade 5/6 

Swimming 

31st 

 

 

Grade 5/6 

Swimming 

1st 

 

 

Grade 5/6 

Swimming 

5 

Nov 

4th 

Report Writing 

Day 

Pupil Free Day 

5th 

Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

6th 7th 8th 


